
 

Worship Planning
 Greensburg and Mt. Wesley United Methodist Churches

Sunday, March 15, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent

  
 

Prelude

Lighting of the Altar Candles

Introit: (Sing together)-(MW)  
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. (Repeat)

Welcome / Greeting 

Greeting our Brothers and Sisters in Christ (GB)

Call to Silence (GB) 
Leader: Our hearts are anxious Lord.  We are faced with a crisis of global 

significance.  With uncertainty surrounding us, we come before you 
seeking assurance, peace and guidance.     

People: We stand before you O God knowing that it is You that 
governs the world and all that is in it; it is You who lead us 
through the wilderness to new life; it is You in whom we place 
our trust. 
 

Introit: (Sing together)  
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. (Repeat)

Call to Worship
Leader: Even as we enter the wilderness of Lent,
People: We rest in the shelter of the Most High;
Leader: We abide in the shadow of the Almighty;
People: We find refuge under the wings of our Holy God.
Leader: We trust that the angels of God,

(for Greensburg) As you enter the sanctuary this morning, know this is sacred space and a
sacred time where God is uniquely present and desiring to be present with you.  Use the

time prior to worship to center yourself and let the Holy Spirit embrace you.



People: the words of God,
Leader: the people of God,
People: the hands of God
Leader: Will somehow bear us up.
People: And so we come to call on God who has promised to answer. 
 

Prayer of Invocation (Prayed Together)
We bask in the healing power of your love, O God. You are always with us.
You are with us when we cry out in fear.  You are with us when we are
discouraged. You are with us when we are alone. You are with us all the
time, day and night. For your presence, we are most thankful.  In Jesus’
name. Amen.

The Lighting of the Third Cross Candle (GB)               

Hymn                                         “I Am Thine, O Lord”         No. 419

Greeting our Brothers and Sisters in Christ (MW)

Hymn (MW)      “Cares Chorus”
“I cast all my cares upon you, I lay all of my burdens down at your feet,
and anytime that I don’t know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you.”

Lifting our Joys and Concerns before the Lord

Pastoral Prayer  

The Lord's Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Offering of Ourselves, Our Tithes and our Gifts  
Doxology:  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,  praise  Him  all  
creatures here below: praise Him above ye heavenly host: praise Father,  
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Anthem



The Reading of Holy Scriptures (Mary will provide)

The Apostle’s Creed (Standing)         No. 881 (UMH)
 
Prayer for the Preacher

Sermon                                 Mary Gunderson King
Pastoral Associate

            
Closing Hymn              “Jesu, Jesu”         No. 432

                             

Blessing and Benediction

Three-Fold Amen (GB)          

 A Parting Prayer (MW)

As we leave from this place, may the mercy and grace of our Lord, be yours
to share. May the life that you live, be the gift that you give, so that all may
know he cares. As we part now in peace, may the rest and release of God’s
Spirit  go with you.  Then through service and love,  with the power from
above may you daily be renewed. Go with his blessing, living, confessing
the love of the Lord to the end. Strengthen the weary, lift up the fallen, be to
the lonely a friend. ‘Till we meet again.

Postlude

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY:   This  evening,  March  15th,  at  7:00  PM, we continue  our
Lenten Bible Study Series on the Book of Romans.  Tonight, we will explore the writings
of the Apostle Paul in Romans 4.  The Rev. Jeff Zalatoris, Pastor of Harmony United
Methodist Church at Falling Waters, WV, will be our video guest. This session will be
held in Wesley Hall at Mt. Wesley United Methodist Church.

CHURCH COUNCIL (MW):  The Church Council of Mt. Wesley will meet at 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, March 18th.



SERMON SERIES:  During the Season of Lent 2020, Dr. Grove will preach a series of
Sermons on “The  Stories of  Jesus”  a reflection on his  parables  as recorded in the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.  Next week, March 22, we will explore  the parable
of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector in Luke (Luke 18:9-14) and on March 29 we will
focus on the Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46).

BISHOP LATRELLE EASTERLING will meet with the clergy and laity of the Baltimore-
Washington  Conference  in  a  Critical  Conversation  concerning  the  upcoming  United
Methodist  General  Conference.  Bishop  Easterling  will  give  special  attention  to  The
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation (The Protocol). This Critical
Conversation will take place Saturday, March 21, from 9:30 a.m. to noon, at Harmony
UMC, at 9455 Williamsport Pike in Falling Waters, W.Va.

OFFERINGS FOR WORLD DISASTERS:    Our minds, hearts and spirits are assaulted
with destruction, loss of life, and devastation around the world.  The fires of Australia,
earthquakes in Puerto Rico, fire and volcano eruption in the Philippines are only some
that trouble us.  It is impossible to adequately support all, but we can give a little.  In the
back of the church are offering baskets for different needs.  For Australia and Puerto
Rico, we will work through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), and for
the Philippines, we will work through the Gunderson Family.  Give what you can.
 

CARD MINISTRY: (MW) Receiving a greeting card, a card of condolence, or one of
congratulations, can brighten the day.  Debbie Knipe, has volunteered to lead a “Card
Ministry” that will reach out to folks who are shut in, having a birthday, anniversary, a
special  occasion,  perhaps  illness,  surgery,  lost  a  loved  or  perhaps  a  card  of
encouragement. Your help is needed in several ways.  First, keep Debbie, Dr. Grove or
Debbie Tabler aware of those who could use a card and note from the church or put on
the prayer list. Second, it you run across a sale on greeting cards (for any occasion),
pick  up  a  box  for  Debbie’s  use. For  Further  information  or  to  contact  Debbie  call:
304.671.7282

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK:  Thanks to the great work of Steve Watson, the websites
are up and filled with great information for Greensburg Church (greensburg-umc.org)
and Mt.  Wesley Church (mtwesley-umc.org)  and Berkeley  County  Cluster  of  United
Methodist Churches (bcwvumc.org). Greensburg Church, notice that donations on line
are now available on the website!  

PARISH PEN:  The Parish Pen, the monthly newsletter of Greensburg and Mt. Wesley
United  Methodist  Churches is  available.   If  you desire  a  copy  contact  Linda Carter



(Lindacarter8@aol.com)  or  Debbie  Tabler  (dbasketlady@frontier.com),  or  Dr.  Grove
(edhfhep@gmail.com).


